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Address: 61-63 Macleay Street, Potts Point

Application Number: D/2022/1363

Applicant: White House Developments Pty Ltd

Owner: White House Developments Pty Ltd

Architect: SJB Architecture (NSW) Pty Ltd

Planning Consultant: SJB Planning (NSW) Pty Ltd

Heritage Consultant: Paul Davies Pty Ltd

Application details



Proposal
• demolition of portions of the existing heritage item and excavation 

and construction of a new basement level

• alterations and additions including:

− two additional floors

− ground floor restaurant and bar with hours of operation between 
7am and 1am daily and patron capacity of 106 persons

− hotel accommodation use with 18 rooms 

Recommendation
Approval subject to conditions



Proposal – Macleay Street



Notification
original application

• exhibition period 9 January 2023 to 9 February 2023

• 1,342 owners and occupiers notified

• 46 submissions received

amended application

•  exhibition period 17 November 2023 to 2 December 2023

• 32 submissions received



Submissions
• height, bulk, scale and density

• heritage

• excavation and structure

• views 

• privacy

• construction management

• traffic

• noise, odour and ventilation



Submissions
• overshadowing and daylight 

• security

• owner's consent

• street trees

• waste management

• drawing errors

• loss of property value

• anti-social behaviour and links to other buildings



Submissions

subject site

submitters*

* not all submitter’s 
properties shown due to 
map scale



Site



Macleay Street                                         Challis Avenue

site

site



adjoining site to west  - 12-16 Challis 
Avenue

adjoining sites to north – 57-59 Macleay Street 
(left) & 55 Macleay Street (right)



north side of Challis Avenue south side of Challis Avenue



Opposite site – south side of Challis Avenue

65-65B Macleay Street                                           31 Challis Avenue



east side of Macleay Street                         west side of Macleay Street

Development to south



Opposite site – east side of Macleay Street

10-12 Macleay Street                         14 Macleay Street                       16 Macleay Street



Proposal

Ground floor demolition plan



Level 1 demolition plan



Level 2 demolition plan



Roof demolition plan



Demolition sections



Basement floor plan



Ground floor plan



Level 1 floor plan



Level 2 floor plan



Level 3 floor plan



Level 4 floor plan



Roof plan



Macleay Street - east elevation



Challis Avenue – south elevation



West elevation



North elevation



north-south section 



east-west sections 



Materials



Perspective – Macleay Street

Yellow 
House

White 
House



Perspective – corner of Macleay Street and Challis Avenue



Perspective – Challis Avenue



Compliance with key LEP standards

Control Proposed Compliance

Height 15m 16.5m No
Clause 4.6 
variation request 
supported

Floor space ratio 3:1 2.73:1 Yes



Compliance with DCP controls
Control Proposed Compliance

Height in storeys 3 5 No

Street frontage 
height in storeys

4 3 Yes

Floor to floor 
heights

4.5m - ground floor
3.6m - upper floors

3.9m
2.85 - 3.55m

No



Compliance with DCP controls
Control Proposed Compliance

Bicycle parking 3 10 Yes

Deep soil 10% 0% No

Future tree 
canopy cover

15% 0% No



Hours of operation
Base hours & 
extended hours

Proposed
hours

Recommended 
hours

Monday to 
Sunday

7am to 11.00pm
extended trading 
until 12 midnight

Restaurant 
proposed 7am to 
1am

7am to 11.0pm  
extended trading 
until12 midnight 1 
year trial 



Issues
• non-compliance with height standard

• height in storeys

• heritage conservation

• view loss and view sharing

• late night trading



Height

height non-compliance 



Height
• 1.5m non-compliance with height control

• Clause 4.6 variation request supported

• addition is set back and visually recessive

• consistent with scale of neighbouring buildings

• development includes significant range of heritage conservation, 
reinstatement & restoration works

• no significant adverse view, overshadowing, heritage, privacy or 
other environmental impacts arising from non-compliance



Height in storeys
• proposal reinforces desired future character for west side Macleay 

Street

• 4th storey is set within roof form, 5th storey visually  recessive being set 
back behind existing ridge

• restored roof and cupola will be visually dominant

• rear additions allow appreciation of main roof form, provide equitable 
access and additional seismic and structural bracing

• height consistent with adjoining development

• building presents as predominantly three storeys from the street



Heritage
• excavation for basement beneath existing building supported by 

detailed geotechnical and structural reports and drawings

• excavation acceptable subject to conditions requiring: 

− deletion of basement beyond existing building footprint

− final structural design and solutions

− detailed construction methodology

− construction and protection management plans

− engagement of geotechnical and structural engineers



Heritage
• removal of existing unsympathetic additions and 

construction of new shopfronts to Macleay Street 
and Challis Avenue supported subject to 
conditions

• retention of significant internal and external fabric 
- including joinery and main chimneys

• restoration of cupola, slate roof, face brick and 
balcony



View loss and view sharing
• view analysis provided

• minor to no impact from proposal on views to Sydney CBD skyline



View loss and view sharing



View loss and view sharing



View loss and view sharing



View loss and view sharing



Late night trading management
• restaurant  trading until 1am proposed based on existing historic 

restaurant consent

• historic consent does not apply to the entirety of the existing 
ground floor of the site 

• controls allow base internal trading between 7am and 11pm with 
with extended trading until 12am midnight

• 7am to 12am midnight recommended subject to a 1 year trial 
(11.00pm to 12 midnight)



Recommendation
Approval subject to conditions 
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